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1.0 Introduction 
1.1 Background 

1.1.1 St James’ Church, Wick has Norman origins. Its west tower dates from the 15th century, but was 
altered by Pritchard in the 1870’s. The church is listed Grade II*  

1.1.2 In 2006, Mann Williams were asked to inspect and report on cracks in the tower. This report 
(project ref 4528) is attached as an appendix for reference. 

1.1.3 The 2006 report concluded that there were various structural cracks and other defects, which 
merited further investigation, and suggested that depending on the outcome of the investigations, 
some stitching of the masonry might be required to restore its structural integrity. 

1.1.4 As far as we are aware, no investigations were carried out, nor any repairs. 

1.1.5 Since 2006, we understand that the roof finishes have been replaced, and it appears that some 
work was done to the copings of the side aisle walls at the west end. 

1.2 Brief for 2020 inspection 

1.2.1 Recently, Mann Williams were asked to return to site to review the condition of the masonry of 
the tower and update our report. This report is therefore to be read in conjunction with the 2006 
report, and as an update to it. For the general arrangement of the structure, etc, therefore please 
refer to the earlier report. 

1.2.2 Mann Williams carried out a visual inspection from ground level on 19th February 2020, in the 
presence of David Walke, church treasurer. Access internally was limited to the ground floor, and 
the hatch through the ceiling. As explained below, the hatch through the first-floor structure 
(which is separate from the ceiling) was entirely blocked by bird nesting materials, so no 
inspection of the upper section of the tower internally was possible. 
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2.0 Inspection 
2.1 External 

2.1.1 From a visual inspection from ground level, there is little evidence of any deterioration of the 
masonry of the tower since 2006. There are no obvious new cracks or widening or lengthening of 
existing ones. 

2.1.2 The most significant defects identified in 2006 were as follows: 

2.1.3 West elevation – apparently rebuilt masonry with bulging section. There is no obvious sign of 
change here. See comparative images below. 

  

2006 2020 
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2.1.4 North elevation – significant vertical crack at high level – no discernible change to severity or 
extent 

2006 2020 

2.1.5 North elevation – degraded facing masonry – there is local evidence that this has worsened 
somewhat, with some loss of small facing stones leaving voids, and further fracturing of some of 
the larger facing stones. The deterioration is not severe, but it is present. 

2006 2020 
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2.1.6 Cracks to north aisle return wall – there is no change detectable here. The copings to the wall 
head have either been re-set or pointed in as part of the recent roof replacement works. 

2006 2020 
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2.2 Internal 

2.2.1 Access to the tower internally was limited. 
Ladder access allowed the hatch through 
the ceiling to be opened, but the hatch 
above through the first floor was entirely 
blocked with bird nesting materials. There 
is a considerable build up of this material 
on the ceiling. 

 

2.2.2 There is quite significant fungal decay to 
the timber next to the wall supporting the 
first floor, and to the floorboards adjacent 
to the wall. 
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3.0 Discussion and Recommendations 
3.1 Comparison with 2006 report 

3.1.1 The passage of 14 years since the previous inspection provides a useful perspective on the 
cracks and other defects in the tower masonry. 

3.1.2 It is clear from comparison of images that little deterioration is occurring. Crack severity and 
extent appears largely unchanged, though there has been some deterioration of the area of 
degraded facing stone to the north elevation identified previously. 

3.1.3 These findings suggest that none of the defects seen are progressive to any significant degree.  

3.1.4 However, the underlying issues identified previously (such as cracks permitting water ingress into 
the walls, potentially causing subsequent damage, damp issues internally, etc) remain relevant. 

3.2 Recommendations 

3.2.1 The vertical crack at high level on the north wall remains the most significant defect, and the one 
with most scope for allowing water ingress and associated deterioration. 

3.2.2 We therefore recommend that the wall is scaffolded, mortar joints raked out and stainless steel 
Helibar reinforcement inserted into the joints, which can then be made good. The cracks should 
also be made god by filling with lime mortar. This is a simple and cost-effective technique which 
should reduce the risk of cracks worsening here. 

3.2.3 On the same wall, the section where the facing stone is badly degraded should be made good, 
by piecing in new stone and/or locally consolidating as required. 

3.2.4 Internally, we recommend removal of the bird nesting material in the tower. If left in situ, it 
prevents access to inspect the rest of the tower, and the damp material piled on the ceiling will 
accelerate its decay. Once better access is available, the integrity of the first-floor structure 
should be checked, and if necessary steps taken to renew decayed elements. If left in its current 
condition, the decay present is progressive, and will lead to collapse of the floor structure, putting 
ground floor users at risk. 
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Appendix 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sketch of Proposed Repairs to North Wall of Tower 
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